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First Rumblings

Folgate(1987) NCNHS

Accounts of Mabel Pearce McCoy

1:00 p.m.

ά!ǘ ŀōƻǳǘ м ǇΦƳΦΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ώtŜŀǊŎŜϐ ǊŀƴŎƘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǊǳƳōƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
really notice any shaking, but we were up and 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ



The Foreshock Sequence

3:40 p.m.  M5.0 άǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
dynamite blast, the mountain side of Kennedy gave a lurch 
ŘǳŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǾƛōǊŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎέ

5:49 p.m.  M6.1 άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǊƻŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Ǌƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŀȅ 
ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ Χ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǾǳƭǎƛƻƴ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦέ

άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎŜǎǎŀƴǘΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 
ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǉǳƛŜǘΦέ

From Leon St. D. Roylance(1915)



Traditional and Proposed Epicenters

Traditional Epicenter
40.5°; -117.5°

Proposed Epicenter
40.3°; -117.8°



Pearce Ranch

3:40 p.m.  M5.0

άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊǳƳōƭŜ άǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦέ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ

5:49 p.m.  M6.1

άaŀōŜƭΣ [ŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ tŜŀǊŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀƴŎƘΩǎ ƘǳƎŜ ǊƻŎƪ ōŀǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜΦέ

Water splashed out of both sides of the horse trough; trees swayed as 
if there was a heavy wind, but it was calm.

Folgate(1987)



Pearce Ranch

άaǊǎΦ tŜŀǊŎŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ !ƴƴƛŜΣ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
horses out of the barn. I am not sure why she 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŀǘǘƭƛƴƎΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎϐ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀǊƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦέ 

Folgate(1987)



The Main Shock

10:53 p.m.  M7.3, Kennedy

άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀŘ ǉǳƛŜǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
unconscious in sleep, when without the slightest 
warning a great roar or rumbling was heard and we 
were thrown violently out of bed and buffeted in all 
directions continuously for not less than 15 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦέ

Leon St. D. Roylance(1915)



Kennedy

From the Stanley McCoy Collection



10:53 p.m.  M7.3

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
serious and violent that a human being can 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦέ

Leon St. D. Roylance(1915), Kennedy



Kennedy

10:53 p.m.  M7.3

The mill superintendent, Mr. S.L. Berry, made a 
flying leap through a window, clearing the sill, 
rather than negotiating two sets of doors to get 
out of his cabin.

Leon St. D. Roylance(1915)



Pearce Barn

From the Stanley McCoy Collection


